Sample Appeal Letter

Dear Friends and Family,

I'm currently training to participate in the EAS Relay, organized by Organs’R’Us, to be held on April 19th and 20th 2008.  The Relay is a 199 mile, 12 member team run from Calistoga in Napa Valley to the Boardwalk in Santa Cruz.  More information about the relay can be found at http://www.therelay.com.

Why am I doing this? I volunteer for India Literacy Project (ILP), an organization that promotes the literacy campaign in India. Teams of 12 members from ILP are committed to raising at least $6,600 each to support ILP's projects in India.  

As some of you might know, the literacy rate in India is in the 60-70% range today and ILP's mission is to be "a catalyst for 100% literacy in India”.  I believe in this mission as well, and I want to give something back to my country and community.   Projects supported by ILP are in the areas of educating kids forced into child labor, providing vocational training to unskilled youth and building functional skills for illiterate adults.  Over the last fifteen years, ILP has distributed over $1,500,000 US dollars, promoting literacy projects in India and reaching out to over thousands of women & children.

How can you Support?  Please join me in helping make India 100% literate during our lifetime!. I will not succeed without your support and good wishes.  Less than 25% of the amount raised by pledges & donations will go towards program costs.  100% of the proceeds will go directly to funding literacy projects in India.  Since ILP is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, all donations are 100% tax deductible. 

I request you to mail your donation at: <my address> so I may track my fundraising progress.  Donations can also be made online, and I can provide you more info if you wish to donate that way. If you have any questions or are aware of a company or firm interested in sponsoring the team, please contact me at <email address> 
(If your employer has a matching donation program please donate through that and send me a copy of the form you fill out.)

In closing, I just want to thank you for anything you can do to help this truly worthy cause.  Training for and covering an average of 16.5 miles will be a challenge for each one of us in the team, but it is nothing compared to the burden and problems caused due to lack of education.  

With sincere thanks and appreciation,

<Your Name>

